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She has acted as Research Director to the Department of Health & National Institute for Mental Health 'Victims of Violence and Abuse Prevention Programme' and as Specialist Advisor to the Home Affairs Select Committee.

She is a prolific researcher, whose work has influenced policy and practice in various countries, including the UK, Scandinavia, and Germany.

Prominent research

Since 1980 she has researched many aspects of violence against women and children, including a number of ground-breaking studies on child abuse: on child abuse in the context of contact arrangements and domestic violence in both England and Denmark (e.g. Hester & Radford 1996; Hester 2005; Radford & Hester 2006), some of the only UK research to directly link domestic violence and child sexual abuse (Hester & Pearson 1998, Hester 2000 - in conjunction with the NSPCC) and a comparison of child maltreatment in China and the UK, one of the first studies to deal with this issue in the Chinese context (Hester & Gangoli 2005; Hester 2005).

Another ground-breaking study in process of completion, 'comparing domestic violence in same sex and heterosexual relationships', is the most detailed study of its kind, and also includes important findings in relation to abuse in young people's same sex relationships (funded by the ESRC, with C. Donovan).

Areas of interest

The topic areas for Professor Hester's research are broad, ranging from examining the sexual and other abuse experiences of children and adults in a variety of contexts, to the practices and polices associated with criminal justice, and with public and private child protection and welfare approaches. Working on such a 'broad canvas' has enabled development of new conceptual models of direct relevance to child sexual exploitation.

For instance the 'three planet model' provides analysis of the links and contradictions between work on domestic violence, child protection and child contact, and has been used by many practitioners working in child protection and related fields (Hester 2004). Another conceptual model is the 'model of needs and support', which identifies the dynamic processes involved in entry into and exit from street prostitution by young people and adults and helps practitioners provide the most effective support at the appropriate time (Hester & Westmarland 2004).

Most of Professor Hester's work is multi-methodological, using both 'qualitative' and 'quantitative' approaches, such as large-scale surveys, focus groups and interviews. All her research is concerned with issues of gender and to an increasing extent with sexuality, race/ethnicity and nationality. 
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